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Introduction
Eight Rurals were held during 2010 with four boys’
and four girls’ groups, two of the eight being
Bellarine students and the remaining six from
Middle School, Highton. A mild summer and wet
winter followed by a very wet spring and summer
has had a major impact on the farm. Students
were housebound for considerable periods and we
introduced ‘shed’ programs for farm skills. Student
farm work output continued to be high and the
homestead programs ran extremely well.
Production of silage was not possible with the wet
weather but a record number of hay rolls were
made.
As in previous years our staff worked very well to
complete a great year.
A significant trial was undertaken mid year to look
at a student undertaking or commitment that would
guide staff and students regarding the values that
were expected at ‘Back Creek’. Unlike school
routines, students receive short periods of
instruction and then go and do the work in a team
with set tasks and routines. In recreation times the
staff assist students to have fun with the different
people in your Rural group and, as in the adult
world, lots of cleaning up was done.








Maintain/extend student productivity - items
to take home/for sale/use around the farm.
This also includes landscape and building
projects which add value to the farm.
Increase the collection of data (particularly
weights/flow rates/temperatures etc.) and
extend the related computations and
analysis.
Develop units of study which follow the
“Paddock to Plate” concept.
Implement a program of student evaluation
via a take home presentation folder.

Farm Projects
Hot House - the propagating area has produced a
variety of vegetable seedlings along with a large
number of stringy barks for planting in 2011.
Causeway on the Dam – Rurals through the year
have been steadily moving fill into the area around
the old bridge, using the new loader. This will
make a beautiful fishing and general recreation
area.

By the end of each Rural we would hope that
students have advanced and further developed the
character traits which are so vital for living
effectively in our families and the wider world
around us.
Curriculum
During 2010 we worked hard to develop the four
focus points which were laid out in the previous
year :

Sugar Gum Plantations – Rural 4 planted out
Stage 2 of the sugar gum plantations – rocks were
cleared and made into fan shaped walls and the
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trees were planted with access for the small
mower tractor. Maintenance in stage 1 is ongoing.

Poultry – production remains steady at about 8-10
dozen per day – 60 new chooks were added in
October keeping production around 110 eggs per
day.
Pavers – students continue to make concrete
pavers, on which they write their names etc. The
plan is for these to become part of the overall trail
set around the farm.

Old Farmhouse – students have been working
regularly around the farmhouse in readiness for
painting and internal renovation. The verandas
have been lifted, new gutters fitted and weather
boards replaced – the surrounds have been
cleared and gravelled. We finished off the grass
area adjacent to the dairy with sleeper edging to
the main yard. Students tidied up the gravel with
the new tractor and loader. (also repaired the
holes in the main drive)
Rock Walling – We trialled Gabion baskets on the
edge of the car park opposite the stone cottage.
Ultimately we were not satisfied with the
appearance of the walls for this area and so
moved the baskets down to the picnic area above
the back of the dam.
Shade Clusters – Clusters of deciduous trees
planted around the homestead, in the sheep
paddock and calf yard have been growing well.
Maintenance is continuing on the tree guards and
replacement of any trees that have died. An
avenue of elms has been added to the far edge of
the car park.
Orchard – Routine maintenance has been done in
the last few months with trees replaced and
mulching around the trees improved. No significant
fruit was picked this season as many of the trees
were in the first season from bare root planting and
the rest had been moved from the old orchard.
Pigs – prices remain low but the enjoyment level
for students in caring for them is immense. The
pigs are now kept in the small triangle paddock
below cabin 7 giving students and visitors easy
access. We finished the year with strong sales just
before Christmas.

Sheep – our small flock is a constant source of
interest to our students and visitors. We generally
keep a lamb in the flock which we hand feed
allowing students to get close to the others. Lamb
prices are very high allowing us to make a profit
from sheep. Our five geese follow the sheep.
Geelong Show – In 2010 we were once again
asked to assist with the cattle judging at the
Geelong Show – a group of students from Years 9
and 10 volunteered. Tasks included putting the
ribbons on the cattle, tallying the scores, keeping
the sheds clean and tidy, marshalling the
exhibitors and more.
Shelter Belts/Revegetation Areas - Most work in
this area has been to maintain the existing
vegetation. No new shelter belts were undertaken
this year.
Cypress Tree Milling – In mid-year we sourced a
portable mill for processing the cypress trees we
had brought up from Junior and Middle schools
many years ago. The result was fantastic. We cut
three basic sizes with specific uses in mind 100 x
100 poles for light weight fences and
constructions, 150 x 50 rails for fence rails and
light weight walls, 150 x 150 posts for heavy
weight constructions and strainer posts.
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Farm Trails – A series of farm trails was started
during 2010. The aim is to connect significant
areas of the farm with walking tracks. Students in
Rurals 1 and 3 made a great start in cutting a path
down the rock pile to the back of the dam. They
also brought in steel beams to make a bridge.
Rurals 5 to 8 consolidated the work with a loop
path back to the homestead. Hopefully a bridge
will be built early in 2011 and we will complete the
circuit across the dam wall.
House Cow/s – In 2010 we looked for suitable
Jersey cows to commence our ‘house herd’.
Hopefully we will be able to start in autumn of
2011.
Camp Site at Skeltons – A ‘self construct’ set of
cabins was built in late September of 2010 by staff
from Bellarine. Students at the farm helped with
the foundations and basic framework and a group
of Bellarine students came in October to have a
wonderful camp experience based on the
‘Survivor’ tribes.

Renovation of Skelton’s Cottage – Late in 2010
students renovated Skelton’s cottage for our new
farm staff person .The cottage is now a cosy
period house giving us another useable dwelling.

Renovation of the Old Farmhouse – The old
farmhouse is currently water secure, structurally
sound and fixed into the verandahs. 2011 should
see the kitchen and bathrooms renovated.

Increased Sheep Flock – with a lack of suitable
land for running a sheep flock and very costly
sheep the increase in the sheep flock has been put
on hold for the time being.

Beef Herd – The beef herd really got underway
this year with a mixed herd of 50 Angus and
Hereford which all calved down in the late autumn.
It was a great advantage to students to have a
large number of calving cows, over an extended
period of time in a paddock close to the
homestead.
Dairy Herd – the dairy herd has been kept at the
current level whilst prices have risen over recent
months. We have been able to keep milk
production at a very high level for this time of year
and prices for cattle and sheep remain high.

Heifer Sales – good heifer sales have also helped
the bottom line of the farm.
Our year with students has been quite outstanding
and our staff continues to lead them in a
remarkable set of farm experiences.
Russell Barter
Director, ‘Back Creek’ Scotsburn
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