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Q’ed 1 students summed up their 

impressions as follows:

“So far we have learned more about ourselves 

as learners and have learned how neuroscience 

is helping us to find out more about how our 

brains learn”. 

“We have each made a thinking cap decorating 

it to show how our individual brain learns 

and have also made a model of our brain out 

of plasticine to remind us that we have the 

ability to enhance our capacity to learn due to 

neuroplasticity.’ 

“We learn in many different ways in Q’ed, like 

games, challenges, acting, group activities, art 

and maths instead of just writing and listening 

to the teacher all the time. It’s fun.”

“I have never really thought about how I think 

and learn and it is hard to do. Q’ed makes me 

do this but I am getting better at it. I now realize 

that it is really up to me to use my brain well.” 

Q’ED 2  Launch 

The vibrant learning environment of the 

new Senior Library provided an ideal context 

for the launch of Q’ed 2. Accessing various 

state of the art technology options available 

within this space, students and families were 

introduced to some intellectually vigorous 

aspects of online learning. The program 

facilitators, Mrs Lean, Mr Vanderkley and Mrs 

Smith, unveiled the cyber classroom, the 

‘Belonging’ blog, through which much of the 

new and challenging learning is to occur. A 

highlight of the launch was a Skype session 

with Mr Tom March, a renowned educator 

and proponent of Web 2.0 technologies and 

their capacity to enhance learning.  Students 

also completed a critical thinking routine 

entitled ‘See Think Wonder’; capturing their 

responses on the Q’ed 2 ‘Belonging’ Blog. 

‘I see a new opportunity to find useful tools on 

the web to help expand our learning.’

‘It makes me think about all the digital learning 

we will be doing in Q’ed this year, like what we 

will learn and how?’

‘It makes me wonder what we will do this year 

with our new knowledge and what programs 

we will use.’

Merinda Kelly and Roselyn Smith, 

Co-ordinators of the 2012 Q’ed Programs
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Darcy Aylen, engrossed in creating an individual profile of how her own brain learns
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Early this year Mrs Jennifer Beck-Carlson, 

the specialist Art teacher at Junior School in 

Belmont was thrilled to have been invited 

to exhibit some of her detailed Water-

colour paintings of plants, fruits and flowers 

in the Sydney Botanical Gardens Exhibition, 

“Botanica 2012”. 

This exhibition showcased the artistic work 

of 78 Australian Artists, some of which are 

extremely important illustrators in the field 

of natural science and their work is held in 

many important museums and art galleries.

Mrs Beck-Carlson commented about the 

Botanica 2012 Exhibition –

‘Of course I was very humbled to have my work 

hanging alongside some of Australia’s best and 

my greatest mentors. This has given me great 

encouragement to continue to pursue my own 

education in the field of visual art and to strive 

for excellence in my chosen field. Furthermore 

this experience reinforces the importance of 

visual communication and creativity.

 I came away from this experience even 

more determined to encourage my students 

at Junior School to develop a passion for 

the beauty in our world. It is a joy to impart 

my growing knowledge and  develop my 

students observation and creative skills. For 

students this process helps them to better 

understand their world and make the creative 

journey meaningful. Especially in our rapidly 

changing world of modern technology it is 

lovely to see that there is still room for beauty 

in nature.

 I would like to add that this exhibition 

experience reaffirmed the importance of 

hanging our childrens’ Art up in an important 

space to allow us to feel that sense of worth. Our 

Annual Christian College Art Show held early in 

Term 4  is just one of those events to foster this.’
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We have been blessed wonderfully by God 

in recent years with great additions to our 

facilities and resources at Middle School 

Highton but it is the people who make 

Christian College a unique school.

Professor Stephen Dinham from Melbourne 

University spoke to staff at our 2011 retreat 

and emphasized the difference that quality, 

effective teaching can make for the learner.   

He stated:

“The teacher and the quality of his or her 

teaching are major influences on student 

achievement, along with the individual student 

and his or her prior achievement.”

This simply added to a long list of previous 

presenters including Dr David Sousa and 

Dr Julia Atkin who reminded us that quality 

teachers can impact the students’ learning in 

an incredible way.  The resources and facilities 

at the teacher’s disposal are simply a tool.

New Facilities and Learning

The use of the Sports and Aquatic Centre by 

our staff at Highton has been just one such 

example.  The building on its own is simply 

that, a building, but under the direction of 

expert Christian College staff it becomes a 

centre in which students train, swim, exercise 

and play in every Physical Education session.  

This is a case where not only the program 

has benefitted and grown but the students 

have been impacted very positively. They are 

growing daily and are striving for excellence.

One could write paragraphs about each 

faculty area and how the passion, love and 

expertise of the teacher is the major factor 

influencing our students’ learning.

Visiting  Experts share Experiences

Christian College staff do not pretend that 

they have the answers to help every student 

excel which is why we have invited many 

experts to have input into our campus life.

We have had scientists, doctors, authors, 

artists, sports coaches, musicians, 

psychologists and many other highly skilled 

people attend our school to lecture, teach, 

guide and further enhance the learning 

opportunities of our students. We also take 

the opportunity to involve our students on 

excursions to witness such experts in the field 

and share in their work and experience.

Just recently Sue Lawson, a notable 

author, spent a number of days working 
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with students at Middle School inspiring 

their writing and offering them great 

encouragement and advice.  This program is 

offering unique opportunities for students to 

be mentored, guided and extended in an area 

of their passion.

The Q’ed program for gifted and talented 

students  continues to challenge our 

students to stretch their thinking and 

learning capacities and has added the online 

dimension for our Second Year students. 

The expert guidance of Mrs Roselyn Smith, 

Mrs Merinda Kelly, Mr Steve Cody and Mrs 

Chris Lean (along with a large team of staff 

as mentors) continues to grow this program 

not just to extend those who are able but to 

further inform our classroom practice. 

Mrs Alex Page-Walker is doing valuable work 

to help those students who need a little more 

help to gain extra confidence and skills in 

literacy and numeracy. Alex has a love for our 

children and a desire to see all succeed.

The author Parker Palmer advocates that 

“you teach who you are” which challenges 

all teachers to be lifelong learners. Christian 

College teachers have taken up this 

challenge which ensures that our students 

are being mentored in their learning by 

experienced learners (the teachers).  

Growing in the Christian Faith

As a Christian College, growth in faith in 

Jesus Christ is very important to us.  At 

Middle School we have staff accepting the 

opportunities provided to study God’s Word, 

share devotions and pray which allows 

authentic conversation and learning in the 

area of faith. The teacher again offers quality 

teaching from experience, not theory. The 

student learns as much about God, if not 

more, from their teacher’s actions and the 

love they share.

Thank you for the affirmation and positive 

feedback we receive from our families.  This 

encourages us greatly to continue to grow as 

teachers so that we might further bless our 

students.

Wayne Hines, Head of Middle School, 

Highton

Author Ms Sue Lawson works with students in a Middle School English class
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On Saturday 26th May, 16 Indonesian lan-

guage students from Bellarine, Highton and 

Senior Campuses represented the Geelong 

region at the State Finals of the Sayembara 

Lisan Indonesian speaking contest, held at the 

Sidney Myer Asia Centre Melbourne University. 

 Congratulations to 

1 Christopher Bottrell, Senior School who 

gained second place in the Year 10 Competition

2 Peyton Greiner, Christian College Geelong 

(Bellarine) who gained Second Place in  Year 7 

Beginners Competition   

3 Lydia Mackie, Christian College Geelong 

(Highton)    Year 8 who gained third place in 

the Continuing Indonesian Competition   

Earlier in the Term Christian College students 

won 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in the Geelong 

regional competition hosted at Surfcoast 

Secondary College and were awarded with 

gold, silver and bronze medals featuring the 

colours of the Indonesian flag.

Victorian Indonesian Teachers Association 

(VILTA) members commented on the high 

standard of Christian College students, who 

had prepared well for the 10 minute individ-

ual interview and competed against Indone-

sian language students from metropolitan 

and country schools. 

Photos 1792 and 1793  are of Sue Strong in 

the Indonesian classroom presenting Yr 10 

Indonesian boys with their medals from the 

Geelong Regional Speech Contest.

can range from organised special events such 

as the Pancake Day and Games Day, to just 

‘hanging out’ together on wet days. 

The mentors have cooked pancakes for their 

buddies and have recently enjoyed a games 

rotation afternoon in the new sports centre. 

Other plans for Terms 3 and 4 include a Maths 

activity afternoon, Devotions prepared by 

mentors to share with Year 5’s, board games one 

lunchtime, mentors invited to Year 5 classrooms 

during wet weather and the mentors to assist 

with Year 5 Project Care fundraising. The plan 

is to finish the year with shared Christmas 

activities and a party.

Both the Year 5’s and the 9’s really enjoy the 

opportunities to be together and there is always 

plenty of fun and laughter. 

Marisa Bettiol, Year 5 Homeroom Teacher

This program has become a valuable tool in the 

successful transition of Year 5’s into the Middle 

School at Highton. The Year 9 mentors volunteer 

for the program and are recognized as part of 

the Middle School student leadership team.

The program allows Year 9 students to meet their 

Year 5 ‘buddies’  2 or 3 times per term to take 

part in a range of activities together designed to 

link the Year 5 students  with the older students, 

helping them  to settle in to Middle School and 

feel connected to the older students.

For the Year 9s, this is a great opportunity for 

leadership experience through  mentoring 

and guiding younger students who look up to 

them as positive role models, thereby leading 

by example.  

Once the students get to know each other, they 

take part in a range of shared activities which 

Mrs Strong presents the Year 10 winners with their medallions


